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Advent and Christmas Schedule
Advent Meals and Services—December 2, 9
Meal—5:30 to 6:45ish in F. Hall, Services—7:00pm—Church
Salem Lutheran
Ministries

1800 W. Emma Ave.
Springdale, AR 72762
Church & School
(479) 751–9500
Fax
(479) 750–2028

Staff
Mark Krause
Senior Pastor
Brandon Martin
Associate Pastor
(Pastor, Cristo Para
Todos)
Mauricio Franco
Pastor’s Assistant
(Spanish)
Kris Busch
School Administrator

Pre-School Christmas Programs—December 8, 10
9:30am rehearsal, 7:00pm programs—in Church
Rockies Christmas Caroling—meet at Salem—5:00pm—December 11
Supper to follow at Neely’s—7:00pm
Bilingual Children’s Christmas Program Practice—December 12—10:00am—FLC
Bilingual Children’s Christmas Program—December 13—10:30am—FLC
Christmas Cantata—St. Thomas Episcopal Church—December 13—4:00pm
Salem—December 16—7:00pm—Church
Eggnog and Cookie Extravaganza afterwards—F. Hall
Last Day to Order Poinsettias—December 13
Twice Fed Christmas Movie—December 15, 9:30am—FLC
Pre-School Closed on December 24 and 25
Will be open for childcare only—December 28, 29, 30
Closed December 31 and January 1, 2016
Christmas Eve:
(Spanish) Candlelight Family Service—5:30pm—Church
Traditional Candlelight Service (English)—7:00pm—Church

Kristin Hatton
Youth, Children, and
Outreach Director

Christmas Day:
Family Devotions at Home

Marilyn Bierwagen
Financial Administrator

New Year’s Eve:
Service w/Communion—7:00pm—Church

David White
Organist/Choir Director
Darlene Diercouff
Administrative Assistant
Sunday Morning
Worship
8:00 am & 10:30 am

Sunday School
9:15 am

Adult Bible
Classes
9:30 am

Cristo Para Todos
Worship Service
10:30 am
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From Pastor Krause…
Dear Friends in Christ,
I hope everyone had a most blessed Thanksgiving. Our God is so gracious and generous beyond our imagination. We have so much to be thankful for. Please take time
out of your busy schedules to give thanks and praise to God for all we have in this
life and the gifts of forgiveness and the new life that opens the door to even more
blessings which will come in eternity. May we learn how to be thankful in all circumstances trusting in the care of our Good Shepherd who promises to lead us through
this journey of life to eternal life.
We are especially thankful that our sons and daughter-in-law, along with our two grandchildren, were able
to celebrate Thanksgiving with us. We had a fantastic time together. Matt helped us smoke a turkey,
while Rose and Cortney made all the other preparations. I played with the kids in the backyard keeping an
eye on the turkey while it smoked. We were able to bring out many of the toys our sons played with when
they were young. Their uncle “P” (Philip) helped them dig through boxes finding new treasures to play
with. It was great that we had plenty of space to entertain. We are so thankful that our family wants to
get together. God is so good!
We look forward to spending more time with our family in Iowa following Christmas. We value our time
together. When our children were young it was expected of us to come to Minnesota if we were going to
spend the holidays with my family. We invited them to our home but they never accepted our invitation.
My parents found it difficult to think about spending Christmas any place other than in the comfort of their
home. For many years being a pastor and the threat of Minnesota winter weather kept us from being together at Christmas. We have always been thankful for the blessing of our church family which made
Christmas special for our family.
We should be so thankful that Christ was willing to leave the comforts of His heavenly realm to be conceived and born into our fallen sinful world. For it was impossible for us, in our fallen state, to travel to the
heavenly realm. God knew this, so in His great love for us He sent Jesus to rescue us from our sinful condition so we could again be the children of God. At Christmas we gather to celebrate with fellow believers in
Christ to give thanks to God for Jesus as our Savior and Lord. The season of Advent gives us an opportunity
to gather together as a believing community to make preparation for Christ’s coming. Hope to see everyone from our Salem family in worship on Wednesday and Sunday mornings as we prepare for His coming
at Christmas, and especially his second coming in glory.
Rose and I especially pray that everyone connected to our church family would have a most blessed Christmas.
Pastor and Rose.
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Adult Bible Studies
Sunday Morning Bible
Studies begins at 9:30am in
the Fellowship Hall. They
begin a new Advent Series:
“Getting Ready” Led by
Pastor Krause.
The Young Adults meet in
the Music Room.
They
continue their study of
Revelation. Led by Kristin
Hatton.
Children’s Sunday School
Classes begin at 9:15am.
The Tuesday Morning Bible
Study Group meets each
Tuesday at 9:30am in the F.
Hall and are studying the
Book of John.
The Men’s Bible Study
Group
meets
on
Wednesday mornings at
7:30 in the Meeting Room.
They are studying the Book
of Matthew. Led by Pastor
Krause.
The Women’s Bible Study
Group are studying “While
We Wait: Living the
Questions of Advent” They
meet at 9:00 am on
Wednesdays in the Meeting
Room down the 4’s
hallway.
Our Neighbor’s Faith will
meet this month on the
20th at 5:30pm. Place TBA.
Rockies (Campus Ministry)
will meet each Wednesday
evening at 6:30pm at the
Rockhouse in Fayetteville
through December 9th.
Twice Fed will meet on
Tuesday, December 15th,
at 9:30am in the Family Life
Center to watch the movie
“Christmas with a Capital
C”.

Bible Studies and Other Topics
Wednesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
They are studying “While
We Wait: Living the
Questions of Advent”.
This offers new ways of
connecting
study
participants with their own
faith questions. Group members have
the chance to look at some biblical
figures on whom we don’t always focus
during Advent, such as Tamar, Ruth,
Mary, Zechariah, Elizabeth and the Magi.
All are welcome to join us in the meeting
room at 9 am on Wednesday mornings.
For questions, or more information,
contact Marci Wilson or Lori Smith.

Young Adults Bible Study
The study of The Book of
Revelation continues. Led
by Kristin Hatton. They
meet on Sunday mornings
at 9:30am in the Music Room. Contact
Kristin if questions.

Rockhouse (Campus
Ministry)
Students
meet
each
Wednesday evening at the
Rockhouse on the U of A
campus. They begin at 6:30
with a meal, Bible Study, and
fellowship. Their final evening meeting
will be on December 9th with Christmas
Caroling on Friday, Dec. 11th, at 5:00, then
dinner at the Neely’s about 7:00.
If you or your group would like to help
provide a meal or if you have any
questions, contact Bert or Regina Neely at
512-618-9209 or Lori Smith at 479-8417934.

Twice Fed—
“Christmas with a Capital C”
In the same tradition of family
-friendly holiday films as Deck
The Halls, A Christmas
Carol and A Wonderful
Life, Christmas with a Capital
C was awarded the Dove
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Foundation's "Family Seal of Approval"
and is recommended for all ages.
Christmas will never be Christmas again
if Lawyer Mitch Bright (Daniel Baldwin)
has his way. For the mayor, Dan Reed
(Ted McGinley), and the townsfolk of
Trapper Falls; they face their toughest
challenge in a legal battle with one of
their former native sons as they struggle
to keep fifty years of tradition and the
spiritual fabric of this joyous season
alive. In the heat of this legal battle the
town discovers the secret behind Mitch's
return, Dan's wife Kristen (Nancy
Stafford) and their daughter Makayla
(Francesca Derosa) show the true
meaning of Christmas by launching an
inspired "Christmas with a Capitol C"
campaign to keep the town together and
remind them all that "with the arrival of
God's Son, peace on earth and good will
was given to all. Even to those whose
heart seemed closed to Him."
Plan to come and watch this movie on
Tuesday, December 15th, at 9:30am, in
the Family Life Center. Discussion and
refreshments to follow.

Tuesday
Study

Morning

Bible

The Tuesday Morning Bible
Study Group meets each
Tuesday at 9:30am in the F.
Hall and are studying The
Book of John. They will meet
through December 8th. No class on the
15th (Twice Fed), 22nd, and 29th. They
will resume in January. Led by Bert
Neely.

The Lutheran Annual
Stay connected to the
LCMS! Find thousands of
ordained and commissioned
ministers, social ministry
organizations,
schools,
churches, statistics, and
more. Price: 2-9—$25.19—10% discount
If interested in ordering, contact Darlene
at the church office.

Other News
LWML
NEWS
AND
DECEMBER 2015

NOTES

Financial Report—October 2015
General Fund
Beginning Balance
Income

FOR

$ 3,083.15
+ 92,512.80
95,595.95
Expenses
- 103,696.78
Ending Balance
$
8,100.83
……………………………………………………………………………..
Special Accounts
Beginning Balance
$ 34,970.73
Income
+
1,706.00
36,676.73
Expenses
- 15,635.71
Ending Balance
$ 21,041.02
……………………………………………………………………………...
LCEF Accounts (Investments)
Beginning Balance
$ 38,338.35
Income
+
4.76
38,343.11
Expenses
1,400.00
Ending Balance
$ 36,943.11
……………………………………………………………………………..
Mortgage Principle Balance
$ 346,044.57
……………………………………………………………………………..
Cristo Para Todos Account
Beginning Balance
$
3,351.39
Income
500.00
3,851.39
Expenses
0.00
Ending Balance
$
3,351.39
……………………………………………………………………………...
LCEF Loan Principal Balance
$ 47,393.43

This is an invitation to you to participate in the
2015-2017 LWML Biennium Mission Goal of
$2,000,000! Thousands or even hundreds of
dollars are not required to participate. Only
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters etc. allow you to
participate and you don’t have to join anything!
(although all ladies are welcome to join the other Salem
ladies who are already members of this important
International Women’s Organization). Here is how you
do it! Collect your loose change in your own Mite Box,
or a “jar” and place in a convenient location. You may
give it to a LWML member anytime, or deposit it in the
LARGE MITE BOX that will be available on the 5th
Sundays. I’m sure you want more information before
you participate. Well, to summarize, the grants cover
God’s children from the unborn to the aging, and
locations near and far! For more details go to
www.lwml.org/mission—grants, click on any of the 19
grants.
LOOKING AHEAD:
December 8, 2015 – Next meeting at 5:30 (all Salem
ladies invited)
December 9, 2015 – Preparing and serving Advent meal
January 7, 2016 – LWML Epiphany party
……………………………………………………………………………………...

Egg Nog and Cookie Extravaganza

Following the Cantata on
December
16th,
Dan
Bierwagen’s famous Eggnog and
Cookie Extravaganza will be held
in the Fellowship Hall. DAN
NEEDS LOTS OF COOKIES! If you
can make cookies for this, please call him or the
church office.
………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………..

Wells Fargo Endowment Fund
Beginning Balance
Income

$ 90,001.37
+
0.72
$ 90,002.09
Transfer to GF
- 10,000.00
Ending Balance
$ 80,002.09
……………………………………………………………………………...
Cantata
Everyone is cordially invited to the
Salem Lutheran and St. Thomas
Episcopal
Choirs’
special
Christmas Cantata on Sunday,
December 13th, at 4:00pm, at St.
Thomas and on Wednesday,
December 16th, here at Salem at 7:00pm. Following
the performance at St. Thomas will be refreshments
and following the performance at Salem will be an
eggnog/cookie extravaganza, sponsored by Dan
Bierwagen, in the Fellowship Hall.
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Project Compassion
So many families in our community did not have food to celebrate Thanksgiving, but
thanks to you sharing your blessings with others, Project Compassion was able to provide
a complete meal to over 225 people. Thanks to all who helped shop, sort, sack and distribute these dinners.
Thanks to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for donating 30 turkeys, (Retired Navy) Fleet
Reserve Association for the donation of food, all of you for your food and monetary donations, and Salem Lutheran Pre-School for their donation of food. We also received from Thrivent $130 reimbursement for our Thanksgiving basket expenditures. We thank them for this.
Remember to keep Project Compassion in your prayers so that we are able to provide needs to our community and to share Jesus with those who do not have Him as the Master of their lives.
The pantry gets low fast, so we are thankful for your continued support with food and monetary gifts.
Now we will celebrate the birth of our Savior, the greatest gift of all.
Billie, Marion, Larry and Sharon
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Church Clean-Up
With the Advent and Christmas season coming, I wish you a Blessed Holiday season. I am also
in need of some volunteers for the church clean up the day after Christmas. Christmas Eve is a
wonderful evening with candlelight services that we all love. Cleaning up after that service is a
big job as the wax from the candles gets on the floor, pews and pew cushions. I usually have
several days to clean up before the next church service, however this year Christmas falls on
Friday so I only have Saturday to get this done. If anyone, men and women, could spare a few
hours of your day on Saturday, December 26, 9:00am to help with this project, I would be most grateful.
Please contact me for more information if you are able to help. You can call the church office or 927-3474.
Thank you,
Ruth Burnett
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Christmas Visits
Lee Johnson and Freda Piazza will be making visits to those in our congregation who are shut-in.
They would like to take cookies to them. If you can make cookies for this, please contact Lee or
Freda and bring to the church office. A more specific date will be determined later, but it will be
before the 16th.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 13 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship
Hall
A congregational meeting has been called to present for approval a seven-month operating
budget for Salem Lutheran Ministries. At our annual meeting in July, 2015, it was approved that
we follow last year’s budget through the end of the year to give the finance team actual numbers to help determine a budget for the last 7 months of the fiscal year. Details of the new
budget will be approved at the December 6 Board of Directors meeting to be presented to the
congregation for approval. A more detailed budget will be available for those who may be interested a few
days before the meeting in the church office. The finance team has worked hard to present a budget which
will support a growing ministry but at the same time be a good steward of the resources God has given to
us through your generosity.
The congregation will also affirm nominations for the synodical president and other elected positions. A list
will be presented at the meeting.
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Thanksgiving Potluck 2015
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“The Stir Up” Midweek Advent Series
The Church Year begins in Advent by telling the story of our Lord’s earthly ministry. As we prepare to celebrate His
first coming at Christmas, we also look to the final resurrection when He will come again on the Last Day. The historic Collects, or prayers, for each week in Advent have been called the “Stir Up” prayers. We ask the Lord to stir
up His power to save us and then to stir up our hearts to make ready the way for the Lord.
Wednesday, December 2, 2015: 7 pm “Stir Up the Power of Hope”
This evening we will pray for the hope of God’s promises, specifically considering the peace and the joy that
emerge from His covenant with us. Read...
Isaiah 60:1–9
Romans 15:8–13
Wednesday, December 9, 2015: 7 pm “Stir Up the Power of Love”
This evening, we pray that God by His grace and mercy continually rescues us from our sins that cling so closely
and weigh us down, in order that He may fill us with His own love, love toward God and our neighbors.
1 John 4:7–21
The sure and certain hope we have in Christ that is centered in God’s love for us in Christ. This is where we will
find the joy and peace that Christmas has to offer.

Sunday Morning Advent Series: “Getting Ready”
Sunday, December 6: “Excellence: Doing What Matters Most”
Advent is a time to focus on what ultimately matters. Amid all of the other “must-dos” of this season—endless
shopping lists, office parties, Christmas concerts and pageants—the one thing that matters most is receiving what
Jesus gives and then sharing these gifts with others. Today’s Readings prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus,
opening our eyes and hearts to receive His saving grace and His perfect peace. Our Savior shows us what truly is
“excellent” and what matters most. Read…
Malachi 3:1–7b
Philippians 1:2–11
Luke 3:1–14 (15–20)

(The Lord sends His messenger to His people.)
(We thank Jesus for our partnership in the Gospel.)
(John preaches repentance for the forgiveness of sins.)

Sunday, December 13: Rejoice! Celebrate!
The historic name for this day in the Church Year is Gaudete, which is Latin for “Rejoice,” the first word in today’s
Epistle. In this season, all the hectic preparations that society and our own families might expect can stress us out
and make rejoicing seem impossible. Nevertheless, Zephaniah reminds us that we rejoice because our Lord Jesus
came and is in our midst. The prophet also promises that God “will rejoice over you with gladness.” Our heavenly
Father does that when He calls us His sons and daughters. Every time we receive Holy Communion we have even
more reason to rejoice and celebrate. There our Lord again comes, even present physically, in our midst. Today, we
echo Paul’s words: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice!” Read…
Zephaniah 3:14–20
Philippians 4:4–7
Luke 7:18–28 (29–35)

(Rejoice; the Lord is in your midst. He will rejoice over you.)
(Rejoice for the Lord is at hand.)
(The promised Messiah has indeed come.)

Sunday, December 20: “Almost Christmas”
Christmas is coming! But the coming of the promised Messiah does not just signify a baby being born in a stable; it
reveals the Son of God coming to a broken, sinful world to save each of us from our own sinful nature. He comes to
rule His people with loving justice; He comes to sacrifice Himself for us; He comes to fulfill all God’s promises to us.
Read…
Micah 5:2–5a
Hebrews 10:5–10
Luke 1:39–45 (46–56)

(Little Bethlehem shall be the birthplace of the promised ruler of Israel.)
(Jesus came to earth to do His Father’s will.)
(Elizabeth greets Mary and the unborn Jesus, and Mary rejoices in God, her
Savior.)
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Christmas Eve, December 24: “Stir Up the Power of Joy”
Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Jesus comes into a world that is troubled, out-of-control, and filled with fear. His
birth—the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior—made angels sing and shepherds rejoice. Tonight, we gather
in a world unchanged from when Christ first came to earth. But we rejoice with the angels and shepherds because our
loving Father God continues to send the Savior Jesus to us in, with, and under the Means of Grace. In a troubled world,
God is in charge. In a world out of control, we have a Savior who defeated the ultimate power of sin on the cross. In a
world with reasons to fear, we have the Lord Jesus who has promised never to leave us nor forsake us. Joy to the
world! The Lord is come! Read…
Isaiah 9:2–7
(“For to us a child is born.”)
Titus 2:11–14
(A people zealous for good works)
Luke 2:1–20
(The birth of Jesus)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Banners
On the nave wall are four banners with the theme of The Four Trees of Advent. Their purpose is to
serve as a visual prompt for telling the story of salvation. The first tree is the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, where man first knew evil by his own failure to love and obey God. The second
tree is the pole on which Moses lifted the bronze serpent in the wilderness, to save the people
from God’s judgment. This is the tree of promise, because all through the Old Testament God
promised to send a Savior. The third tree is the tree of the cross, on which Jesus himself was lifted
up, bringing salvation to all people. The fourth tree is the tree of life. Adam and Eve were denied access to this tree
after their sin, but it is now available to us through the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Thanksgiving Basket Distribution

Many families were helped. Thanks to all who helped with this.
The Thanksgiving turkey
visited Billie so she had a
great Thanksgiving
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Fall Youth Activities—Bonfire
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Serving Salem this Month . . .
Altar

Greeters

Altar Guild
8:00
Kim Cooper
10:30
Lisa McNeel

8:00

Altar Linens
Leah Beth Sutton

Marilyn Winters

Communion Assistants
8:00

Tom Smith, Zac Smith

Ushers

Arise Service Helper

8:00 Scott Atkinson, Jim Atkinson, Bill Brandt,
Paige Busch

Team: Gary Dandy

Flowers

Scripture Readers - 8:00am

Stand #1

6th
13th
20th
27th

Stand #2

Piano

6th
13th
20th
27th

Young

Laurie Raffel
Don Williams
Betty Sue Knapp
Lois Douthit

Flowers
A sign up poster for flowers is located on the bulletin board in the lobby area. Flowers may be
ordered from a local florist, made by Julie Hoff, or you may make your own. Contact the
church office the Thursday before your Sunday and let Darlene know what your flowers are
for.
Also, for best results, please bring bouquets of live flowers before the 8:00 am service on Sunday.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Rockhouse (Campus Ministry) Students/Event
Retreat 2015 at Cedar Lake Lodge

David Franco
Lowell, AR

Roberto Garcia
Gravette, AR
Welcome!!!
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Cristo Para Todos Update
Your Spanish-Speaking Family of Faith!

Upcoming Events:
Las Posadas

December 17th and 18th—Time TBA
A wonderful Mexican Christmas tradition, las posadas literally translates in
English as "the inns" or "the lodgings".
The holiday season symbolizes the Biblical journey of Mary and Joseph as
they searched for shelter in Bethlehem before the birth of Jesus.
The nine-day celebration lasts from December 16 to Christmas Eve (Noche
Buena or "Holy Night".)
The holiday ritual also includes a lively and colorful pageant of kids (the
"pilgrims" or peregrinos) - costumed as Joseph, Mary, angels, shepherds
and the Three Wise Men.
All travel from house to house until they reach a designated home where
Las Posadas will be celebrated that year. Upon arrival, the hosts or "innkeepers" meet the procession at the
door to begin the holiday fiesta
Christmas Eve Candlelight Spanish Service—5:30pm—Church
This year our family service will be in Spanish only, so plan to come at 5:30pm to hear the wonderful Christmas story in word and song.
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Salem Lutheran School News
Deck the halls with……..children’s artwork! And you will see a lot of this appearing as you
walk through the hallways of the building. The preschool children are working very hard to
adorn their classrooms and hallways with all of their treasured Christmas decorations. On
December 8th & 10th the preschool children will have their Christmas programs. The church
sanctuary will be filled to capacity with families listening to these precious little ones telling
the story of Jesus’ coming as the most wonderful gift to all of us that first Christmas. A birthday party for Jesus will follow these wonderful performances in their classrooms. Classroom parties will be
happening on the 18th with childcare following the first 3 days of the next two weeks. Staff will be off for
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. School will resume January 4th.
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a huge, heartfelt thank you to all who participated in our annual silent auction and pie fundraiser. We raised around $7000.00 from both and should receive some from
Thrivent Matching Program. This money will be used for playground improvements this spring replacing/
adding wood chips and replacing the timbers that enclose the fall zone area. We appreciate all of your continued and kind support in our efforts.
As we anticipate the birthday of our Lord and Savior, and the coming of a New Year, the staff of Salem Lutheran School would like to wish all of you a very blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year filled with
much joy and peace.
SCRIP
Christmas is a great time to participate in our school’s SCRIP program. SCRIP cards make
great gifts. They can also be used to purchase gifts at local merchants or online. We have
a few cards each week that can be purchased immediately but there are hundreds more
than can be ordered. The school receives a rebate from the companies that participate.
Orders are placed each Monday morning by 9am to SCRIP and cards are delivered to us
Fed Ex by Wednesday morning. If you would be interested in learning more about this
program and ordering gift cards, please give me a call or stop by the school office. I would be happy to assist
you with this.
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year to all!
Kris Busch & Staff
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Stewardship Corner
I hope everyone participating in the “Loving Generously” stewardship series was blessed, or
at least I hope it caused you to think about how important it is to develop loving relationship
within our church family and also with people we have contact in our community. God is giving us an opportunity to build a “Multi-ethnic Family of Faith sharing Christ and his Love into
our Community and to the World.” In addition to the Holy Spirit’s power it is important that
we all take seriously our calling. We are a community of believers called by the Holy Spirit
and gifted with all the resources needed to “make disciples of all nations.” Ask the Lord to open up your
eyes to where God wants you to use the resources of time, talents, and financial wealth that the Lord has so
generously given to you to be used for his glory.
Much thanks for all who have returned commitment cards. The cards help you to prayerfully consider your
giving to support the ministries of Salem and it also helps the finance team in the preparation of a budget. If
you haven’t returned your card, it is not too late to do so. Please send to church office or place in offering
basket this Sunday. Remember: Our Lord loves a cheerful giver!”
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Salem Celebrates!

December Birthdays
Brady Blackwell
Vicki Plowman
José Guzmán
Alma Messina-Rodriguez
Honey Brauer
Kim Becher
Jose Carlos Batres
Luis Noe Batres
Daniel Olán
Joshua Martin
Marilyn Rathburn
Isabella Serrano
Jim Fougnie
Mary Sue Kruse
Katie Platt
Bill Simmons
Cristina Gonzalez-Manzo
Christopher Nugent
Tansy Lindeman
Diane Border
Jill Simmons
Marta Bayona
Sarah Bladdick
Kim Valdez
Kristin Dandy
Paden Adams
Jonas Brown
Margaret Lee
Hudson Mueller
Daniel Herrera
Joy Martin
Maria Paula Rodriguez

December Wedding Anniversaries
12/1
12/1
12/1
12/2
12/2
12/4
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/10
12/10
12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/17
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/30
12/30

Mike and Dawn Gage
12/10/1977—38 years
Shane and Leah Beth Sutton
12/18/1999—16 years
Iván and Star Iglesias
12/21/2002—13 years
Tim and Robyn Young
12/24/2006—9 years
Trent and Kelly Keyes
12/31/2005—10 years

December Baptism Birthdays
Suzanne Ennis
Bryan Gordley
Larry House
Scott Thomas Porter
James Drittler
Wayne Rossow
Rita Winters
Jessica Olson
Shannon Robbins
Martha Atkinson
Craig Thompson
Cassie Blackwell
Toni Hinrichs
Michael Atkinson
Zac Smith
Sophie Nelson
Judie Branson
Cheyenne Hawes
Abby Hawes
Jason Hatton
Orben Olson

12/1
12/1
12/2
12/5
12/8
12/8
12/8
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/24
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30
12

Our Church Family
Armed Services List

Directory Changes

The following members, friends, and family members continue
to serve in Iraq, Afghanistan and other areas. We, as their
church family, want to continue to uphold them and their
families in prayer. As we pray for peace, please also remember
all the service men and women serving throughout the world.

No Changes this Month
…………………………………………………………………………………….

Set Up for Advent and Christmas

Aaron Bohannan—at Ft. Hood
Jesse Pointer—grandson of Nancy Allor—in
Afghanistan
Trent Keyes—son-in-law of Mike and Kim Cooper—
in Afghanistan
Paul Ostrowski—brother of Diane Border—at the
Pentagon

We will decorate on
Saturday, December 5th, for
Advent and Christmas. We
will put up the tree,
wreaths, nativity sets, etc. in
the church and a tree in the Fellowship Hall. We
will need men, women and youth to be here at
9:00am that morning to help. We hope more
people can come on this date.

……………………………………………………………………………………….

Prayer List
Each month, the Men’s Bible Study prays for six Salem
Lutheran Ministries families/friends. The families
chosen for December are:

If you are available please plan to come. The
more we have, the less time it takes. We want
our church to look beautiful for the holiday
season. Let Darlene know if you can help.
…………………………………………………………………………….
Poinsettias

Danny and Deanne Harris
Rebecca, Aubrey
Letty Hartgrave
Jason and Kristin Hatton
Rick and Karen Hawes
Cheyenne, Abby
Dustin Helmkamp
Perry and Carrie Helmkamp

It is time to order poinsettias. You
will find an insert in your Sunday
bulletins.
Cost will be $10.
Deadline to order is December 13th.
…………………………………………………………………………….

Please join the Men’s Bible Study Group in saying
prayers for these families this month.
…………………………………………………………………………………………….
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DECEMBER 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Each Sunday
Traditional Service w/
Communion
8:00
Praise Band Practice
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Bible Classes
9:30
Arise Contemporary Service w/Communion
10:30
Cristo Para Todos Service
w/Communion
10:30
Volleyball
6:00

6

Bible Study
Soccer
Handbells
Choir

Wed
1

2

9:30
6:00
6:30
7:15

Fresh Start
7:00
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7:30
Chapel
8:30
Women’s Bible Study
9:00
Project Compassion
9:00
Youth Night :
Dinner
5:30
Open gym
5:45-6:45
Movie
6:30-6:45
Rockies
6:30
Advent Service 7:00

7

8

Soccer
6:00
Dance Group 7:00
ESL
7:00

Bible Study
9:30
(Lunch afterwards)
LWML
5:30
Soccer
6:00
NO Handbells or
Choir
3’s Christmas Program Rehearsal
9:30
Program
7:00

(Same as Each Sunday)
Baby Shower for Sheena
Owens
9:30
Sing and Praise
10:00

13
Project Compassion
Sunday
(Same as Each Sunday)
Congregation Mtg. 9:30
Bilingual Children’s Christmas Program
10:30
(NO 10:30 worship services)
Christmas Cantata at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church
4:00
20

14
Soccer
6:00
Dance Group 7:00
ESL Christmas
Party
7:00

21

Twice Fed
Soccer
Elders Team
Handbells
Choir

15
9:30
6:00
6:30
6:30
7:15

9
Fresh Start
7:00
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7:30
Chapel
8:30
Women’s Bible Study
9:00
Project Compassion
9:00
Youth Night :
Dinner
5:30
Open gym
5:45-6:45
Movie
6:30-6:45
Rockies
6:30
Advent Service 7:00

NO Bible Study
Soccer
6:30
Handbells
6:30
Choir
7:15

Sat

3
Cristo Praise
Practice
Soccer
ESL

4

Band Soccer
5:30
6:00
7:00

6:30

NO Rockies
NO Advent Service
Christmas Cantata
7:00
Eggnog and Cookie
Extravaganza afterwards—F. Hall

10

11

12

NO Cristo Praise
Band Practice
Soccer
6:00
4’s Christmas Program Rehearsal
9:30
Program
7:00
ESL
7:00

Rockies Christmas
Caroling
5:00

Children’s Christmas Program
Practice
10:00
Cristo Baptism
12:00
NO Praise Band
Practice

17

18

Las Posadas
____

Soccer

6:30

Rockies—Dinner
at the Neely’s
7:00

14

24
Christmas Eve

19
Praise Band Practice
6:00

Las Posadas
______
Soccer

23
NO Fresh Start
Prayer Breakfast

5
Keepers of the
House
8:00
Youth Raking
Leaves 9—1:00
Christmas Decorating
9:00
Soccer Tournament 9:00am—
7:00pm
Food Sale Noon
ACO Chorale 7:30
NO Praise Band
Practice
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7:30
Women’s Bible Study
9:00
NO Project Compassion
NO Youth Night
________________
___________________
________________
NO Rockies
29
27
28
_________________
School Open
School Open
30
NO Bible Study
(Same as Each Sunday)
Church Office
School Open
Soccer
6:30
Closed
(Same as 23rd)
NO Handbells or
Soccer
6:00
Choir
Dance Group 7:00
5:00

Fri

(Same as 2nd)

22

(Same as Each Sunday)
Our Neighbor’s Faith

Thu

6:30

25
26
Merry Christmas!
Church Clean Up
Office and
9:00
School Closed!
NO Activities
Praise Band Practice
6:00

School Closed!
Christmas Eve
Spanish Candlelight
Worship
5:30
English Traditional
Candlelight Worship
7:00
________________ ______________
31
January 1
School Closed
New Year’s Eve
Happy
Worship w/
New Year
Communion 7:00
2016!

_______________

Youth—Children—Outreach
Volunteer Spotlight:

News from August

News from November

Alejandra Roman

:

This November, we took 12 Junior High students
to a statewide retreat at Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean
Mountain in which over 100 Junior High students from
across the state participated. The retreat’s theme discussed our brokenness because of sin and how we try to
solve it with lots of things like popularity, good grades,
sports, relationships, etc., but that the only true solution
is the redemption found in Christ. We also had a bonfire
for youth of all ages and, in children’s ministry, we have
been working on preparations for the Christmas program. Youth also helped with Thanksgiving baskets and
wrote letters to Veterans on Veteran’s Day. See pictures
from the retreat and bonfire on this page & next.

Alejandra volunteers primarily with youth/
confirmation and also helps with special events
and activities along with helping chaperone
events. This year she has taken on an even larger
role by being a mentor for our confirmation mentoring program. She states that she enjoys being
a volunteer because it gives her pleasure, because
she knows she is being helpful and making a difference, and because she has a great time being
around children. She is a fun, faithful and joyful
volunteer and is a great gift to the congregation.
She was born in Zacatecas, Mexico and lived
there until she was 8 when she moved to Bakersfield, CA. Her family moved to Arkansas in 1998
and they have been a part of Cristo Para Todos
for 5 years. She and her husband, Gonzalo, have
been together for 15 years and have 5 children
including one set of twins. She worked as a teacher assistant for the last 4 years, but recently
changed jobs and is now an administrative assistant at Dayspring. Her hobbies include Zumba,
working in her garden, and enjoying good music.

Anne at work
with her class

Alejandra & Ofelia while
helping with youth Bonfire
15
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Linkt High School Retreat at Petit
Jean

Upcoming Youth
Service Opportunities

February 12-14th

Raking Leaves

Grades 9-12

Saturday, Dec 5th

There will be another state wide youth retreat at Lutheran
Camp on Petit Jean mountain. The February retreat will be just
for High as there was a November one for just Jr. High. Registration cost is $75. If anyone is interested in attending, please
see Kristin Hatton (870-421-4348) or Pastor Brandon Martin.

All Ages
9:00am—1:00pm
We’ll meet at the church at 9:00am to
rake the yards of three members

Children’s Christmas Program
and Bilingual Service
Sunday, December 13th
10:30am
Come join us in the Family Life Center (Gymnasium) and watch our children & youth teach about not missing
the true meaning of Christmas in a
play called ‘Too-oo-oo Busy’
Children are currently practicing songs and lines during the 9:15
Sunday School and Children’s Church and there will be a special
practice on December 12th at 10:00am. Contact Kristin Hatton for
questions and be sure to come on the 13th—
You don’t want to be too-oo-oo busy to miss this!!

Looking for a fun way to be involved?
We have some great opportunities to be involved in the ministry
at Salem. As we’ve implemented the new program for Wednesday,
we’ve found a few more opportunities.
Class Aid—Our pre-confirmation class can have up to around 20
students and we could use more aid to assist—commitment would
be every other week. For more information, see Kristin Hatton
Gym & Activity leader or assistant— If you love to play games
or sports and have fun with children this is a great opportunity to
serve. We could use one more activity leader and several assistants. For more information, see Kristin Hatton or Pastor Brandon.
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Wednesday Nights
New Schedule for Advent
5:30pm: Dinner
6:00-6:30: Gym
6:30-6:50: Nativity Movie
7:00: Worship
We’re changing things up a bit to have
a great focus on what it might have
been like for Mary & Joseph via
watching sections of the ’Nativity Story’ movie prior to worship. This video
does a good job presenting what the
historical environment would have
been like and helps us to remember
Mary & Joseph were real people with
real difficulties and not just characters
in a story we hear every year.
No Activities on Dec 23rd or 30th

Join us for
‘Sing &
Praise’
10am—FLC
For ‘Sing & Praise’ this month—children
will be working on learning songs for the
Christmas program. Please come to the
Family Life Center at 10:00am on Dec.
6th for this practice.

Salem Lutheran
Ministries

1800 W. Emma Ave.
Springdale, AR 72762

Salem Lutheran Ministries

m e s s e n g e r

Church & School
479-751–9500
Fax
479–750–2028

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS
December 2
December 5

Advent Service—7:00pm—Church
Youth Raking Leaves—9:00am—1:00pm
Christmas Decorating—9:00am
Soccer Tournament—9:00am—7:00pm
Food Sale—Noon—F. Hall
December 6
Baby Shower for Sheena Owens—9:30am—Classroom
Sing and Praise—10:00am—FLC
December 8
3’s Christmas Program Rehearsal—9:30am—Church
3’s Christmas Program—7:00pm—Church
December 9
Advent Service—7:00pm—Church
December 10
4’s Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal—9:30am—Church
4’s Christmas Program—7:00pm—Church
December 11
Rockies Christmas Caroling—5:00pm
Dinner at the Neely’s—7:00pm
December 12
Children’s Christmas Program Practice—10:00am—FLC
Cristo Baptism—12:00pm—Church
December 13
Congregational Meeting—9:30am—F. Hall
Bilingual Children’s Christmas Program—10:30am—FLC
Christmas Cantata at St. Thomas Episcopal Church—4:00pm
December 14
ESL Christmas Party—7:00pm
December 15
Twice Fed—9:30am—FLC
December 16
Salem Christmas Cantata—7:00pm—Church
Eggnog/Cookie Extravaganza—afterwards—F. Hall
December 17 & 18
Las Posadas—Time TBA
December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship—5:30 (Spanish only) and 7:00pm (Traditional)—Church
December 25
Merry Christmas! Family Devotions at home
December 26
Church Clean-Up—9:00am
December 31
New Year’s Eve Communion Service—7:00pm—Church
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